
Spectacular Speakers Coming to 
CADA Conference

Colorado AD’s you’re going to truly enjoy the 
convention in April at the Omni Interlocken 
in Broomfield. We looked at the suggestions 
that were made on our end of the convention 
survey, and truly believe we have a great couple 
days of speakers and LTC classes for you.

Our speakers this year come from a wide variety 
of back grounds, as well as from Colorado 
and other states across the country. We feel 
very fortunate to have such a great line up of 
headliners for you. 

Cory Dobbs, the mastermind behind The 
Academy of Sport Leadership will present in a 
general session, as well as a breakout session. 
He will be discussing areas involving developing 
athletes into leaders and the questions we 
should be asking ourselves as AD’s in our 
reflections to improve. Cory is known across 
the country for his work with athletes and 
coaches. His curriculum of developing leaders is 
outstanding.  Cory will arrive at the conference 
from Arizona on Sunday, April 29.

Jay Hammes from Wisconsin will also join us 
on Sunday to present in a general session. With 
some of the changes in our world today, Jay will 
help gives us insight into our roles in emergency 
situations of all types. Jay brings a personal 
knowledge of his own unique situation. On 
Saturday, April 28, Jay will also be teaching 
LTC 630. Jay has been the keynote speaker for 
other state athletic associations and has taught 
at the NIAAA National Conference. 

We also are happy that Lee Green will be joining 
us to teach the LTC law classes. Lee is one of the 
authors of the law courses and brings valuable 
insight into this area that no one likes to think 
about or wants to be involved in. Lee has 
presented at our conference in the past and we 
are excited that our relationship with Lee is one 
that is so beneficial. We are truly blessed that 
Lee takes such an active role in being a part of 
our conference. 

On Monday, April 30 we will continue to advance 
our knowledge of concussions. So many of 
you wanted more information on health and 
training related topics and I believe we have 
met your needs. Dr. Provance, from Children’s 
Hospital of Colorado, an expert in concussions, 
will present at a general session. Also that 
day in breakout sessions, we will have topics 
presented regarding athletic training issues 
from nutrition, injury and current hot topics 
by a team of athletic trainers from Children’s 
Hospital of Colorado. Additionally that day 
Boyd Epley from the National Strength and 
Conditioning Association will present during 
two breakout sessions. He will discuss ways 
of improving athletes and reducing injury risk. 
Boyd is well known as the man that developed 
Husker Power and has worked with several 
schools in Colorado developing strength and 
conditioning programs for athletes. 

If this lineup is not enough, many of our own 
Colorado athletic directors will be presenting 
during breakout sessions and teaching LTC 

By Dave Hogan- Harrison High School AD
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Wheat Ridge’s DeSimone Honored
Nick DeSimone has been honored with 

the National Interscholastic Athletic 
Administrators Association State Award 
of Merit.  The State Award of Merit is 
given each year to an administrator of 
athletics for contributions at the local 
and state levels.    

Nick DeSimone is currently the Athletics 
Director and Assistant Principal at Wheat 

Ridge High School in the Jefferson County 
School District.  He has been there for the past thirteen years.  
Nick has been an Athletics Director for 14 years, starting 
at Golden High School.  Nick has served on the CHSAA 
Legislative Council and as chairman of the Track and Field 
committee.  He has served on numerous budgeting, policy 
review and reorganization committees at the district level.  
Nick is a past President of the Colorado Athletics Directors 
Association and has served for four years on the board of the 
Colorado Athletics Directors Association.   Nick is a member 
of the NIAAA and has served the national association on the 
Strategic Plan Finance Committee.  

Nick is a graduate of Regis High School.  He holds a Business 
Finance degree from the University of Northern Colorado, a 
Biology degree from Metropolitan State College of Denver, 
a Masters degree in Education Administration from the 
University of Phoenix, and also held a National Science 
Foundation Fellowship at Brown University.  

Nick coached for over 18 years at the high school level.  He 
has been a Head Football, Track and Field, and Girls Basketball 

coach.  He has been an assistant coach in each of these as well 
as baseball, and wrestling.  His coaching highlight was being 
on the staff of two State Championship football teams while 
at Cherry Creek High School.  His Athletic Director highlights 
include the State Championships in 5A softball, 5A boys cross 
country and 4A football he has been able to experience at 
Wheat Ridge High School.

Congratulations Nick for being selected as Colorado’s winner 
of the NIAAA State Award of Merit!

classes. Tim Ottman, AD at Ponderosa High School, will be 
presenting during two breakout sessions on working with 
your coaches and the politics of coaching. A few years ago Tim 
presented during a breakout session and it was a tremendous 
hit. We are expecting that same homerun from Tim again 
this year. We are also privileged to have several CADA Board 
members teaching LTC classes and breakout sessions. 

This year we are going to try an open forum type breakout 
session with Jim Thyfault, Jeffco District AD, as the mediator. 
We will have some parent situation scenarios to help the 
session. Our hope is that through our discussion you can gain 
insight on how someone else views the situation and help you 
develop more confidence when those tough parent situations 

arise. I am not sure if this session will fix everything for you, 
but the best people to help are the ones sitting alongside you 
today. 

Please take time to look at the CADA convention information 
you receive. I do understand that with our current economy or 
school situations some of you may not be allowed to attend. 
The CADA Board truly believes in the convention theme of 
Leading the Way. I hope that with the quality of speakers and 
valuable information being presented you will find a way to 
the Omni from April 28 – 30. 

Spectacular Speakers continued from page 1...
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Academic Specialties  
Brent Bieshaar 
303-237-1333

www.academicspecialties.com

Academy Sports Turf 
Stephen Jewell 
303-789-3172

www.academysportsturf.com

Advanced Exercise Equipment 
Dave Farrell 

303-996-0048
www.advancedexercise.com

All American Sports 
Gary Boles 

719-574-4400
www.shopallamericansports.com

All American Sports Posters 
Matt Hobbs 

800-556-1380
www.wehelpschools.com

Centers for Health & Public Safety 
George Wheeler 

303-220-0378
www.lifesavingsources.org

The Christie Lodge 
Kimberly Egizii 
970-845-4554

www.christielodge.com

Clell Wade Coaches Directory 
John Hutton 

877-386-4840
www.coachesdirectory.com

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame  
Tom Lawrence 
720-258-3536

www.coloradosports.org

Crown Trophy  
Lisa Roggenbuck 

303-730-1711
www.crowntrophy.com/store-24

Daktronics Sales and Service 
Scott Dieck 

303-907-4441
www.daktronics.com

DeBourgh Manufacturing Co. 
Jay Bender 

800-328-8829
www.debourgh.com

Denver Athletic Supply 
Mick Montgomery 

303-761-7773
www.denverathletic.com

Fisher Tracks 
Jordan Fisher 
800-432-3191

www.fishertracks.com

G.R. Marolt and Associates 
Bud Marolt 

303-762-1090
www.maroltassociates.com

Garretson’s Sport Center 
Todd Garretson 
970-353-8068

www.garretson-sports.com

Gilman Gear 
Neil Gilman 

800-243-0398
www.gilmangear.com

GV Pro, Inc. 
Chuck Stiles 

800-962-2440
www.gvprotables.com

Headline Sports - Fresh Vents 
Rodney Jackson 
303-388-5240

Healthstyles Exercise Equip. 
Gloria Cornyn 
800-688-2557

www.healthstylesexercise.com

HeartSmart, Inc. 
Richard Perse 
303-456-8543

www.coheartsmart.com

Herff Jones Company 
Charles Holley 
970-663-2668

www.uniquerecognition.com

Holloway Sportswear 
Chet Benroth 
303-618-6192

www.hollowayusa.com

ihigh.com 
Brandon Tosti 
303-596-2775

www.ihigh.com

Improve Group 
Harmony Bishop 

303-831-9652
www.improvegroup.net

Jostens 
Al Bunge 

719-686-7589
www.jostens.com

Jostens 
Scott Beilfuss 
970-242-5030

www.jostens.com

Lifetouch Sports Photography 
Adam Koski 

800-566-3677
www.sports.lifetouch.com

Musco Sports Lighting 
Gail Cressley 

641-673-0411
www.musco.com

Neff Company 
Ami Powell 

800-232-6333
www.neffco.com

Nevco Scoreboard Co. 
Chris Churchich 
303-530-4414

www.nevco.com

Ouray Sportswear 
Brandon Murrow 

303-585-1115
www.ouraysportswear.com

Over the Divide Athletics 
John Green 

303-906-5233

Performance Surfaces, LLC 
Peter Murphey 
303-772-4098

www.performancesurfaces.com

Pro Sports 
Ted Propst 

970-522-8545
www.coachesonly.com

Renner Sports Surfaces 
Lee Renner 

303-825-3435
www.rennersports.com

2011-2012 Vendor Members
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Schedule Star 
Cathy Hall 

800-822-9433
www.schedulestar.com

Score Standard 
Dan Wallace 

970-390-6650

Select Rewards 
Julie Pelletier 
720-334-3497

www.theselectrewards.com

Sports Edge 
Chad Nibbe 

720-272-5988
www.sportsedge.com

Team Tattersall 
Traci Tattersall 
303-886-0102

The Little Clinic 
Heather Tseng 
303-810-1091

www.thelittleclinic.com

TigerTurf 
Bob Aurich 

303-904-2876
www.tigerturfworld.com

Western Awards 
Jim Katschke 

303-699-5691

2011-2012 Vendor Members

Not listed above? Join CADA as a vendor member
Since 1961, CADA has been serving the needs of athletic administrators throughout Colorado on activities programs.  CADA 
represents over 300 high school and district athletics directors across the state. Being a CADA Vendor Member provides you 
with a direct link to those individuals who have ultimate purchasing authority for their high school athletics programs. The 
buying power is impressive, spending approximately $75,000 annually on just athletic equipment and services, not currently 
a member? 

Benefits of Vendor Membership:
•	A listing on the CADA website
•	Exhibiting and sponsorship opportunities at the Annual Conference at a significantly discounted rate.
•	Listed in the “Vendors” section of the newsletter
•	Opportunity to advertise in the newsletter at discounted rates
•	Use of the designation “CADA Vendor Member” on your literature and website link.

    

View the complete list of Vendor Benefits

Join now

Join us as an exhibitor at the 39th Annual Colorado Athletics Directors’ Conference where over 200 high school athletics 
directors and administrators from across the state are expected to attend. This is the only state conference and trade show 
exclusively for high school athletics directors. At no other time or place will you be able to reach as many individuals who have 
ultimate purchasing authority for their high school athletics programs. The buying power represented by these individuals 
is impressive. In fact, they spend approximately $75,000 annually on just athletic equipment and services, according to the 
annual national conference marketing survey.

HOTEL: Your hotel accommodations should be reserved directly with the Omni Interlocken Resort. CADA has reserved a block 
of rooms at a special rate of $109 per night. Be sure to make your reservations by March 28, 2012. Check-in time is 3:00 
p.m.; Check-out time is 12:00 p.m. If you would like to phone your reservations, you may call 1-800-843-6664 and be sure to 
indicate that you will be attending the CADA Annual Conference or reserve online at http://omnihotels.com/FindAHotel/
DenverInterlocken/MeetingFacilities/ColoradoAthleticsDirectorsAssociation4.aspx

www.rennersports.com
www.theselectrewards.com
www.sportsedge.com
www.thelittleclinic.com
www.tigerturfworld.com
http://www.coloradoad.org/Vendor%20Members%20Benefits.pdf
http://www.coloradoad.org/Vendor%20Membership.html
http://www.coloradoad.org/Annual%20Conference2012.html
http://omnihotels.com/FindAHotel/DenverInterlocken/MeetingFacilities/ColoradoAthleticsDirectorsAssociation4.aspx
http://omnihotels.com/FindAHotel/DenverInterlocken/MeetingFacilities/ColoradoAthleticsDirectorsAssociation4.aspx
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Kelley Eichman| Athletic Director
Fountain Fort Carson High School
I am currently in the middle of my ninth year as Athletic Director at Fountain Ft. Carson High 
School.  Fountain is truly home to me.  My dad was in the Army and stationed at Fort Carson 
in 1975. I graduated from Fountain Ft. Carson High School in 1982 and attended Western State 
College on a gymnastics and track scholarship. I was fortunate enough to be given an opportunity 
to coach track at Western State College after graduation and continue my education. 
 
I began my teaching career at Sierra High School as a Physical Education Teacher along with 
coaching gymnastics, girls swim, and track.  In 1995, I came back to FFCHS as a Physical Education 
teacher and coached volleyball and track.  In 2000, I made a move to Harrison High School to 
begin my administrative career as Assistant Principal.  I was at Harrison High School for three 
years before making my way back home to FFCHS as the Athletic Director in 2003. 

My husband, Dave Eichman, is the District Athletic Director for School District 11 in Colorado Springs.  We have a very energetic five 
year old daughter, Jordis, who keeps us very busy on top of all our work responsibilities, but is just a joy. 
 I truly enjoy my position as the AD at FFCHS.  The students, staff, and community along with the strong 
traditions and success that FFCHS has had in its many Activities and Athletic programs make it a fantastic 
place be - Trojan Town!

Thank you for selecting me as one of the CADA Headliners.  A Special Thanks to all the coaches that have 
helped me on my successful journey and to my family and friends, which are always there for me. 

Go Trojans!

H e a d l i n e r s

J.C. Summers| Assistant Principal and Athletic Director
Arvada High School
I am very humbled and honored to be selected for this honor. It was quite 
unexpected but gratefully accepted. This year is my fourth year as assistant 
principal and athletic director at Arvada High School. It has been my life goal to 
be involved in sports and education. I began coaching at Pomona High School in 
1994 while working in a sports career outside of education. I later made a choice 
to finish my teaching certification and accomplished that in 1999. During my 
career I have coached wrestling at Pomona and Alameda. Thanks to some great 
kids and families, I was named the Jeffco 4A wrestling coach of the year in 2000 
and 2001. I also coached football at Alameda, Sheridan and Arvada. I made the 

transition from teacher to administrator here at Arvada and although I miss being in the coaching ranks, I would not trade it for 
the world. 

I am a Colorado native that grew up in Fort Lupton and had the privilege to be a part of two state championship wrestling teams and 
a state runner up football team while there. My experiences at Fort Lupton landed me a chance to wrestle for Mesa State College. 
After enjoying my time there, I transferred to Chadron State College to finish my education and wrestling career. It was bittersweet 
since I had to transfer because MSC had to drop the wrestling program, but I am thankful for CSC taking a chance on me. Without 
all of these athletic opportunities I would not be where I am today and try to stress that to the kids I work with on a daily basis.

I must thank my wife Jamie for keeping me focused and staying in education and athletics when there was 
a time I thought I needed to move on. My two boys Riley and Dalton for keeping me young and making me 
old at the same time. My parents, sisters and their families for all the support from pee wee wrestling until 
today.  Thanks also to Paulette Pell for being the best athletic assistant in the state and the coaches, staff 
and administrative team here at AHS!



Dave Preszler| Vice Principal and Athletic Director
Bayfield High School
It’s a little daunting when you allow yourself to reflect back on your years in athletics.  I’ve 
been very blessed to have worked with student-athletes and coaches for over 30 years!!  (Boy –  
I must be getting old – oh!  that’s right - not old, just mature!)  Different states – different levels 
within the high school and college ranks – different coaching and administrative responsibilities.  
The geography goes something like this:  Hettinger HS, Hettinger, North Dakota – Century HS, 
Bismarck, North Dakota – North Dakota State University, Fargo, North Dakota (Yes, I can talk 
North Dakotan) – Montana State University, Bozeman, Montana – Fort Lewis College, Durango, 
Colorado – Bayfield HS, Bayfield, Colorado.  

I grew up in a German culture/environment in rural North Dakota.  For some unusual and 
unknown reason, athletics and working with kids drew me in and after all of these years, it still 

continues to play a major role in my life!!  

My family is the GREATEST - wife Gina, sons - Ryan and Tyler - daughters - Mindy and Michelle, certainly keep me grounded.  They 
know how CRAZY it often gets, but at the same time,  the lessons that come from family are the BEST of 
what life offers and teaches us!! Thanks to all the amazing Coaches and student-athletes that I’ve been 
so fortunate to have had in my life.  You all make it so worth it!!

Lastly, I’d like to encourage/challenge all of us to endeavor to make this world a better place, to be 
successful at “making a difference” in our work place, in our homes, in our schools and communities 
and in this world.  Make a conscious choice to put a laugh in your heart, a smile on your face and make 
life a “Full Cup”!  Be sure to have a “GREAT Day!!”

H e a d l i n e r s



President Tim Walker Jr., CAA Lakewood High School

President-Elect Bob Trahern, CAA Canon City High School

Secretary Mike Hughes, CAA Telluride High School

Treasurer Cherie Toussaint Pueblo County High School

Past President Nick DeSimone, CAA Wheat Ridge High School

Ex Officio Gene Alvine

Director Robert Framel Palmer High School

Director Ed Hartnett, CMAA Adams 5 Star School District

Director Karen Higel, CAA Denver Public Schools

Director Dave Hogan Harrison High School

Director Eric Johnson Valley High School

Director Mike Krueger, CAA Palisade High School

Director Kevin Land, CAA

Director Carol Sams, CAA Aspen High School

Director Steve Shelton Heritage High School

Director Diane Shuck, CMAA Air Academy High School

Director Mike Sullivan Mesa Ridge High School

Director Jim Thyfault, CAA Jefferson County Schools

Director Richard Wildenhaus Moffat County High School

Executive Director Gary Leeper Colorado Athletics Directors Association

2011-2012 Board of Directors


