
Board ag rees :  No mess ing  w ith 
school  ath le t ics  sea sons
Courtesy of Athlete Management Magazine

It will be business as usual for city high school teams after proposals Thursday 
to reduce the number of regular-season contests by 10 percent were soundly 
defeated by the state’s governing body.

The Colorado High School Activities Association’s Board of Control voted against 
the cost-cutting measure, saying that decision should be left up to individual 
schools.

The board voted 61-8 against reducing the number of baseball games, 60-9 in 
basketball, 60-8 in field hockey and 58-11 in football. Then a proposal was made 
to lump golf through wrestling in one vote, and that proposal failed 61-8.

“Everybody as far as ADs (athletic directors) was concerned saw what was in 
the best interest for athletes,” said Fort Collins athletic director Rob Larson, who 
attended the meeting in Aurora and voted against the proposals. “We wanted to 
have the maximum number of games we could.”

The proposals were made in an effort to reduce travel and other costs for 
schools in the face of a weakened economy. Football, for example, would have 
seen a cut from 10 regular-season games to nine if the proposal had passed; 
golf teams would have seen their schedules cut from 198 holes (11 rounds) to 
180 (10).

“This vote indicates that our schools are better able to make decisions and 
address concerns on the number of regular-season games its teams play,” CHSAA 
commissioner Bill Reader said after the meeting. “Our membership knows what 
needs to be done locally to work through this current fiscal challenge.”

Larson, who voted as a three-member group for Front Range League schools, 
said he wasn’t sure what the outcome would be.

“With the travel the smaller schools have to do, I thought it could go either 
way,” Larson said.

The 69-member board also voted against adding games in some sports.
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Message from the President...

Wow, it is hard to believe that another year is almost in the 
books and we are about ready to start enjoying the nice weather 
and well deserved time off this summer.  For those of you who 
attended the 36th Annual CADA Conference in Breckenridge, 
April 25th – April 28th, it was truly a fantastic event.  The 
theme was ñWhere the FUN Beginsò and we deýnitely had 
fun.  From the President’s Open House, the two comedians, all 
the vendor drawings, LTC classes, Best Practices sessions, the 
speakers and the award breakfast I would have to say that the 
conference was a success. 
 
If you were unable to attend the awards breakfast I want to take a moment to share 
with everyone what I had learned during my one year term as President of CADA (since 
everyone is talking about President Obamaôs ýrst 100 days in ofýce):

   1.   No matter how hard Bob and I tried to get the correct CADA outreach information  
         out to everyone, it will always be wrong. 
   2.   Tim Walker has the most diverse, eclectic group of friends I have ever seen. 
   3.   John Green is SO much more than just “Rhonda’s husband”. 
   4.   Don’t ever get on Mike Hughes’ bad side or you will end up in the monthly minutes  
         (Harry Waterman) or on the outreach power points (Carol Sams). 
   5.   You cannot run LTC 504 at a conference without the books 
   6.   You should NEVER act like you are going to sit on Tom Hessler’s lap in the shuttle  
         when his wife is sitting right across the aisle from you. 
   7.   Gene Alvine has done this crazy job longer than I have been alive (42 years). 
   8.   Christine Bullard and Leslie Moore have found the joys of retirement and are the  
         most amazing shoppers I’ve ever met. 
   9.   No matter where you go or what you are doing, if you are with Ed Harnett, it will  
         be in style. 
   10. If I wanted to speak to Steve Atwood in our meetings, I needed to email him. 
   11. If you bug Greg King long enough, he will come up with the perfect conference  
        theme (yes, he was the one who came up with this years’). 
   12. Bonnie Wallin-Kuntz and Cherie Toussaint may be quiet but man, they are GOOD! 
   13. If you want cool door prizes for the President’s Open House, leave it to Steve  
         Morgan. 
   14. Between Kevin Land, Rick Kolm and Dave Callan, they sure do know a lot about  
        CHSAA and CADA.  Just ask one of them, they are sure to know the answer. 
   15. If I ever needed a past document, Hal Wiebers was able to produce it. 
   16. No matter what I said or what I wanted, Gary Leeper was always right and he gets  
         to choose the conference gift. 
   17. Don’t EVER ask Nick DeSimone his opinion on playing too many games.  He gets  
         way too worked up over it and it becomes an hour long dissertation. 
   18. But most of all, I learned that I was surrounded by 20 of the most dedicated,  
        professional individuals that made the entire year fun and the 36th Annual  
        conference such a success.  They should be the ones who are commended.  Not  
        me.  I must also give credit to the leadership of Gary Leeper as he was a guiding  
        force in all of it.

With all of that, I want to thank the membership for all they do daily for the student 
athletes of Colorado and it has been an honor and my pleasure to have served as the 
President of CADA this year.  I have truly enjoyed it.  May all of you have a fabulous end to 
your year and a safe and relaxing summer.

I look forward to seeing everyone in the fall at the CHSAA All-School Summit.  Thank 
you.
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Equity  Act  Advances
Courtesy of Athlete Management Magazine

The clock is ticking for Maryland high schools, which have 
until July 1, 2011 to comply with the 2008 Maryland Fitness 
and Athletic Equity Act. The new law, passed last spring, 
requires high schools to provide disabled students with 
equal opportunities to participate in physical education 
programs and on athletic teams. 

An advisory committee established by the Maryland 
State Department of Education (DOE) is studying how to 
execute the new law. One of the DOE’s main projects is 
creating a model policy that school districts can use as a 
guide, which will include eligibility criteria and details on 
equipment modiýcations or aids. 

However, individual school districts will ultimately have the 
responsibility of providing opportunities. “Say a student 
wants to try out for the track team,” says Colleen Seremet, 
Assistant State Superintendent for Instruction. “If there 
are any questions about whether their accommodations 
would fundamentally alter the sport, the model policy will 
recommend the school district have a committee that could 
convene quickly and be able to answer those questions.”

The driving force behind the passage of the law in Maryland 
was the Women’s Sports Foundation (WSF), which is now 
hoping to replicate its success on the federal level. Terri 
Lakowski, Public Policy Director for the WSF, says the 
Foundation sent out a Government Accountability Ofýce 
(GAO) study request on Oct. 22, which will gather baseline 
data to help get a better sense of the lay of the land for 
students with disabilities. 

“We know anecdotally that students with disabilities 
don’t have opportunities in schools, whether it’s sports or 
physical education,” Lakowski says. “To have that collected 
in one place by the government would really help justify 
the need to move forward with a more comprehensive 
solution. 

“We’re sorting through what the best vehicle is to make that 
happen, be it legislative or a regulatory ýx,ò she continues. 
“I’m very optimistic that we’ll accomplish something in the 
next year or two.” 

In Maryland, the DOE is looking closely at Baltimore 
County’s allied sports program to model its policy after. 
Begun over a decade ago, it offers three co-ed sports—
soccer in the fall, bowling in the winter, and softball in the 
spring—to high school students with disabilities. It is also 
open to students who have never participated in athletics 

at the varsity or j.v. level, so students with disabilities can 
play alongside their able-bodied peers.

Ron Belinko, Coordinator of Athletics for Baltimore County 
Public Schools, says the program mirrors the county’s 
mainstream athletic program in many ways. Athletes 
in the allied program have to meet the same eligibility 
requirements as other student-athletes, attend awards 
banquets, and practice daily. Currently, 20 of Baltimore 
Countyôs 24 public high schools ýeld allied teams, which 
compete against each other.

Belinko says that soccer, bowling, and softball were 
chosen because they’re more accomodating to the types 
of disabilities students in his county possess. He adds that 
bowling is the most popular because virtually any student, 
regardless of their disability, can participate. Students in 
the allied program play softball indoors to allow wheelchair 
athletes to participate, and soccer is set up on a ýeld that 
ýts across the width of a football ýeld.

ñThe program can be modiýed to accommodate the 
students participating at any particular time,” Belinko says. 
“We made up our own rules and publish a manual, but will 
adapt an activity to include rather than exclude students. 
Even game to game, the rules can change.

“The key is that the students are a part of the athletic 
department,” he continues. “It’s important for them and 
their parents to know they will be recognized at a school 
pep rally and can earn a varsity letter.”

What remains to be seen for all Maryland schools is where 
funding will come from, and exactly what will constitute 
meeting the minimum requirements of the law. Mike 
Williams, Athletics Program Coordinator in Howard County, 
believes the local school systems should have the þexibility 
to comply with the law as it works best in their particular 
situation. 

“We hope the model policy will allow us to make 
accommodations on a case-by-case basis, as we do with 
disabled students in the classroom,” Williams says. “They 
may be able to participate in the regular program, it may 
be alongside the regular program, or it may be in an 
alternative program. Ideally, it could change depending on 
the circumstances.”
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Steve Atwood- 
Adams 12 Schools

I have been the District Athletic 
Director for Adams 12 Schools for 
the past ýve years. I was a teacher 
for business and special education 
for eight years, dean of students for 
one year and the assistant principal 
and Athletic Director at Arvada West 
High School for ýve years before 

taking my current position. 

As the district athletic director I handle eight middle schools 
with eight athletic programs as well as ýve high schools with 
20 athletic programs. Adams 12 has about 8,000 students 
currently participating in athletics. I oversee two stadiums 
and one aquatics complex along with all the districts Activities 
programs. I have been a member of the CHSAA Executive 
Committee since 2004. I am a CHSAA Vision Committee 
member. I have been a member of CADA for nine years.

Steve Morgan - 
Platte Valley High School

I am presently the athletic director 
at Platte Valley High School and 
have been at this position for the 
past seven years. I have several 
years of coaching experience at the 
high school level and have served 
on many state committees. I think 
I could bring energy and passion to 

the CADA board because I love to be involved in organizing 
events and being around high school athletics. By being on 
the board for CADA I could be a voice for my league and the 
northern Colorado athletic directors and communicate issues 
and concerns to CHSAA and to CADA.

Headl iners
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What ’s  Ne w on the  Net
Courtesy of Athlete Management Magazine

Logging on to the Web for high school sports news 
doesn’t usually yield much content. A handful of high 
proýle teams get some national coverage and thereôs 
a bevy of blogs devoted to recruiting, but stories on 
your hometown team are still best found in a local 
newspaper. 

That is about to change, however. In what could be 
called a prep content arms race, established mainstream 
media outlets have been scrambling to beef up their 
offerings by purchasing sites dedicated to covering 
high school sports. 

Some of the biggest acquisitions include the following: 

• ESPN recently purchased a number of properties 
that cover prep sports and are using those 
acquisitions as part of a multi-platform high school 
sports content initiative named ESPN Rise. 

• Last year, CBS Corp., purchased MaxPreps, making 
the online high school sports Web site part of the 
CBS College Sports Network.

• Gannett Company, publisher of USA Today and 
nearly 100 other daily newspapers, has recently 
purchased a controlling interest in Schedule Star 
LLC, which operates HighSchoolSports.net. 

• Sports Illustrated is providing funding for Takkle.
com, a social networking Web site for high school 
athletics and has been promoting the site in its 
magazine and on its Web site. 

• Media giant Hearst Corporation has launched the 
Web site HighSchoolPlaybook.com, which includes 
team pages, stats, messaging, and video clips of 
athletic teams in speciýc markets, focusing mainly 
on football. 

Richard Deitsch, Media Writer for Sports Illustrated, 
says these companies are trying to capitalize on the 
increased appetite for high school athletics by college 
fans and also appeal to 12- to 17-year-olds, a coveted 
viewing demographic. “High school coverage occupies 
an interesting space because despite the gains in 
popularity, there still isn’t one single media company 
that dominates it yet,” he says. 

ESPN Rise is attempting to corner the market by uniting 
many entities into its site. It features a heavy social 
networking component and content from ESPN.com, 
Scouts Inc., Hoopgurlz.com, and RISEmag.com. ESPN 
Rise will also provide high school coverage on ESPN TV 
programs like “SportsCenter.”

“We want to cover stories from every angle to show the 
purity of sports at this level and get athletes excited 
about playing and participating,” says ESPN Senior Vice 
President James Brown, who heads ESPN Rise. “We’re 
also looking to grow our female audience and that 
means more coverage and publicity for girls’ sports and 
the athletes who participate in them.”

A national Web site with a localized presence, 
HighSchoolSports.net is tapping into the scheduling, 
scorekeeping, and statistical resources of its parent 
company, Schedule Star LLC, while also providing 
journalistic content from newspapers and TV stations 
owned by Gannett. “It’s all about being hyper local for 
us,” says Adolph Santorine, President of Schedule Star 
LLC. “We pull all of our resources and aggregate them 
together.

“For example, when you look at a major market like 
Denver, where we have a TV station as an afýliate and 
relationships with 80 Gannett properties and 70 other 
daily newspapers, we have a lot of information, all in 
one place,” continues Santorine. “So not only do we 
end up with stories, we have video, as well as stats and 
scores that are veriýed by the local media property.ò

Santorine says each market has its own customized 
feel. In Cincinnati, for example, students from 15 area 
high schools participate in a program called Hotshots, 
whereby they shoot full-game video and it is shown on 
the Web site. 

“We’re also very big into mobile technology because 
that’s where the teens are right now,” Santorine says. 
“Fans are able to get HighSchoolSports.net on their 
mobile devices, like their iPhone or Blackberry. Not 
only can they get scores, they can also get photos and 
video.” 




